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Two questions addressed in
today’s webinar:
 What is the CMP™
designation?
 How can I become a CMP™?
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 The Certified Medicaid Planner™
designation, also known as the CMP™, is a
professional certification mark for Medicaid
planners conferred by the Certified Medicaid
Planner™ Governing Board (CMP™ Board) in
the United States.
 The CMP™ Board was created by the Wealth
Preservation Institute and serves as a fully
autonomous standards board.
 The CMP™ Board is comprised of 4
designated members: public, attorney,
financial and geriatric care/social worker and
2 at-large members.
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 The CMP™ Board has several functions:
 Oversee the standards by which
candidates and certificants are held and
tested.
 Review candidate applications.
 Administer the CMP™ exam.
 Set standards for continuing education.
 Operate a public grievance and certificant
disciplinary system.
 Raise awareness of the public of the need
to use a CMP™.
 Promote our certificants.
 Advocate for issues of importance
impacting the certificants.
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 The CMP™ designation is awarded to eligible
candidates who have proven to have the education,
experience, skill, knowledge and aptitude in the field
of Medicaid planning and agree to be held accountable
to a uniform code of ethics.
 This is how people in need can easily identify:
 You’ve taken the time to commit yourself learning
and doing Medicaid planning the right way.
 You’ve got what it takes to help them with their
Medicaid planning issues.
 You know the right way to interact with other
necessary advisors to achieve a client’s objective.
 You’re reputable and didn’t just wake up one day
and started calling yourself a “Medicaid planner.”
 You’re not a fly-by-night Medicaid planner.
 You’re committed to being ethical and willing to be
held accountable.
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 Certificants who earn the designation are
conferred the title “Certified Medicaid
Planner™” are allowed to use the “CMP™”
initials after their name:
Example: Michael Anthony, JD, CMP™
 Certificants are also allowed to use the
official CMP™ logo on their marketing
material:
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 Certificants are identified as such on the
official CMP™ program website at
www.cmpboard.org where people looking for
a CMP™ can find them:
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 The CMP™ is fully accredited by the National
Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA).

 NCCA accreditation is the gold standard for the
professional designations in the legal, financial
services and healthcare fields. Examples:
Certified Financial Planner (CFP®)
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA)
Certified Paralegal (CP®)

 If a designation earns NCCA accreditation, it shows
that the program meets the highest standards of
certification excellence.
 Many states that limit use of designations only allow
accredited designations.
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 There are numerous designation:
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 But only a handful that reach the highest level:
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 Medicaid planning is
the crossroads of many
professions (law, financial,
social worker, etc.).
 The CMP™ designation is meant to
encompass all professionals involved in
Medicaid planning.
 The CMP™ designation is based upon the
principal of mutual respect of each
professional’s role in the Medicaid planning
process.
 The CMP™ is not a license to do things
protected by other disciplines’ licenses.
11

 The range of who provides assistance to a Medicaid
applicant is broad because of:
 42 CFR Part 435.908 “The agency must allow
individual(s) of the applicant or beneficiary's
choice to assist in the application process or
during a renewal of eligibility.
 Certificants come from a variety of backgrounds:
 Elder Law Attorneys
 Financial Planners
 Geriatric Care Managers
 Social Workers
 Accountants
 Elder Rights Advocates
 Funeral Home Directors
 Health Care Providers
 Nursing Home Administrators
 Accredited VA Pension Agents
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As easy as 1-2-3:
1. Submit the CMP™
candidate application for
review;
2. When you feel you’re
ready, select a testing
center; and
3. Sit for the proctored exam.
13

Application Process


Read the CMP™ Candidate Handbook.
www.cmpboard.org/cmp-candidate-handbook/
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Application Process
Review the 4 Pathways to Eligibility:
PATHWAY 1: ADVANCED DEGREE

Completion of a Juris Doctorate or its equivalent from a recognized law school;

Completion of a Master’s Degree in Accounting/Accountancy;

Completion of a Master’s Degree in Health Financing; or

Completion of a Master’s Degree in Social Work.
PATHWAY 2: BACHELOR OR ASSOCIATE DEGREE + 2 YEARS OF FULL-TIME EXPERIENCE

Completion of a Bachelor’s Degree; or

Completion of an Associate’s Degree.
AND

Two years of full-time experience in one or more of the Medicaid planning fields
(described more fully below), including law, finance, and social work/geriatric
care management, within the previous six years.
PATHWAY 3: PROFESSIONAL LICENSE OR CFP® + 2 YEARS OF FULL-TIME EXPERIENCE

Holder of an insurance license for life and health insurance lines in one or more
states;

Holder of a securities license (e.g., stock broker, independent investment advisor,
registered investment advisor, or Series 3, 7, 6, 63, 65, or 66 ); or

Awarded the Certified Financial Planner® designation and in good standing with
the CFP® Board at the time of application.
AND

Two years of full-time experience in one or more of the Medicaid planning fields
(described more fully below), including without limitation law, finance, and social
work/geriatric care management, within the previous six years.
PATHWAY 4: 4 YEARS OF FULL-TIME EXPERIENCE

Four years of full-time experience in one or more of the Medicaid planning fields,
including law, finance, and social work/geriatric care management, within the
previous six years.
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Application Process
Complete and submit the application
Applications found online at:
www.cmpboard.org/cmp-candidate-application/

Download CMP™
Application here

Pay $450 CMP™
Application Fee here
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Application Process
Complete and submit the application
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Application Process
Complete and submit the application
Provide verification
Read carefully. This is
where you agree to abide
by the ethical rules and
subject yourself to
possible loss of
certification if you are
found to violate them.

Sign and date
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Application Process
Complete and submit the application
 Where/how to submit application:
 By Email (info@cmpboard.org)
 By Fax (216-220-1541)
 By Mail:
20325 Center Ridge Rd, Ste. PH-815
Rocky River, OH 44116
 Pay $450 application fee
 Online
 Check/Money Order
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Application Process
After application is submitted:
 Staff review of application and
verifications.
 You may be required to provide additional
information.
 You may be required to answer questions
about previous disciplinary actions.
 After staff review, application is submitted to
the CMP™ Board for approval.
 Candidate is notified of approval and asked to
pick a testing center.
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Application Process
 Choose a testing center:
www.cmpboard.org/locate-a-cmp-testing-center/

 If you cannot find a testing
center near you, contact the
CMP™ office to help locate a
more convenient facility.
 Proctor fees vary.
You are responsible for any
fees charged by the center you choose.
 You are not required to take a study course.
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Exam Day








3-Hour exam.
160 questions.
Offered in computer version only.
Administered by a testing center proctor.
No books/notes allowed.
A formula sheet will be provided.
Passing score may vary based upon which version
you take (average range 65% - 70%).
 CMP™ Candidate Handbook describes procedures
to request ADA accommodations.
 Tests are scheduled during business hours so
CMP™ staff can be on-hand if there are any
complications.
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After Exam
 Passing certificants will receive their
certifications within 2 weeks after taking the
exam.
 Failing candidates will receive a score report
that shows them what areas they need to
study more on.
 Candidates can re-take the exam once
without needing to re-apply.
 Passing rates are posted on the program
website.
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Certificants
 Certificants must earn 18 credit hours of
continuing education every 3 years.
 Many other licenses or certification programs’
CE credits can be applied.
 The CMP™ Board offers a free CE program for
certificants.
 Certificants must renew their application every 3
years but do not need to re-take the exam if they
have completed the 18 credit hours.
 Certificants pay a $250 annual fee every year on
the anniversary of receiving the certification.
 Opportunities to serve on the CMP™ Board or its
committees (test development, conferences, etc.).
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 Be recognized as a leader in the field of longterm care Medicaid Planning.
 Demonstrate your commitment to stay
current with Medicaid rules and planning
strategies.
 Provide the highest level of advocacy and
assistance for your clients facing the Medicaid
spenddown.
 Share your experience with other top
professionals in the field.
 Increase your value to new and prospective
Medicaid planning clients.
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Contact info:
 Certification Program Questions:
 Phone: (844) 314-7851 TOLL FREE
 Fax: (216) 220-1541
 Email: info@cmpboard.org
 Testing Administration Questions:
 Phone: (844) 314-7851 x 403
 testadmin@cmpboard.org
 Questions of the Presenter:
 chair@cmpboard.org
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Let’s Make This Happen!
© 2016 – Certified Medicaid Planner™ Governing Board. All rights reserved.
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